SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Contact: Inspector Richard Hunton
Office: (803) 896-7013
After Hours: (803) 737-9000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 11, 2005

TROOPER CHARGED WITH MISCONDUCT

A South Carolina Highway Patrol Trooper was arrested on Friday morning,
November 11, 2005, and charged with Misconduct in Office.
The Trooper is identified as L/CPL Stephen A. Watts, 28, who currently resides

at 101 Nancy Drive, Pelion, S.C. Watts was arrested around 3:00 a.m. and was booked at

the Lexington County Detention Center.

This arrest was the result of a joint investigation conducted by SLED and the
. Lexington County Sheriff’s Office. The case will be prosecuted by the Eleventh Circuit
Solicitor’s Office.

This is an ongoing investigation involving Hispanic victims in several counties

and additional charges are anticipated.
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